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This is the testimony of Daotilla, a survivor of the Rwandan genocide

, ZDV ZHQI\ \HDWV RIG ZKHQ #KH JHQRFLGH VIDUHG %HIRUH IKH ZDU EHJDQ WKHUH ZHUH QLQH
FKUGUHQ LQ P\ IDPLN\ DQG ZH KDG PDQ\ UHIDILRQV WKURXIKRXI IKH FRXQIU\

%RIK P\ PRIKHU DQG IDIKHU ZHUH NWHG DIRQJ ZUK DN HLIKW RI P\ EURIKHWV DQG VIVIHWV = liK
RIKHU FKLUGUHQ , 10HG R DQRIKHU YLDJH KIGLQJ LQ D VRUIKXP ILHIG IRU ILYH GD\V

= KHQ , UHIXUQHG KRPH DQG IRXQG IIKDIl HYHU\ERG\ KDG EHHQ NIHG , ILHG IR ILQG UHIXJH , GLG I1QG
iZR ZRPHQ ZKR KDG VXUYLYHG EXIl fKH\ ZHUH NIXHG VKRUIN DIIHU , IRXQG IKHP  2QH ZDV LQ IDFI
IKURZQ QIR D IDILLQH DILYH DQG GURZQHG

= KHQ , ZDV IRXQG , ZDV EHDIHQ RQ IKH KHDG DQG P\ WJKI HJ ZDV EURNHQ $ FKIHI RI IKH
LQIHUDKDPZH VDIG 3/HIl XV QRI N KHU EXIl PDUUN\ KHU IR IKH XJIHVI RI DX ° 7KLV ZDV GRQH IR
EUQJ KXPUIDILRQ  7KH &KIHI IKRXJK FKDQJIHG KLV PIQG DQG GHFIGHG IR VHI PH LQVIHDG 2QH
lQIHUDKDPZH RIIHUHG 5ZDQGDQ )UDQFV  $ VHFRQG RQH RIIHUHG 7KH\ ZHUH
UHIXVHG EHFDXVH IKH SUFH ZDV IRR (RZ , EHJJHG IKHP IR NI PH EXIl IKH\ ZRX(G QRI 2QH
VDIG 2, ZDQI IR IHDU KHU RSHQ DQG HDIl KHU KHDUI 1 \RX GR QRI ZDQIl KHU 0HIl XV N KHU ~ , ZDV
IKHQ ERXJKI IRV 52ZDQGDQ )UDQFV DQG UDSHG LQ IURQH RI PDQ\ SHRSIH

"D\V (DIHU ZKHQ IIKH LQIHIDKDPZH ZKR IIRRN PH ZDV DZD\ , ILHG IR KDQJ P\VHII RQ D IUHH ZLUIK
D FRUG $ +XIX Il VDZ PH DQG DVNHG PH IR JR DQG EH NIHG E\ NWHUV LQVIHDG RI NLLQJ P\VHII
EHFDXVH i IV D VIQ  7KH NLWHUV FDPH EDFN HYHU\ GD\ IR FKHFN RQ PH DQG ILQDU\ WKH\ ZDQIHG IR
N PH  7KH LQIHIDKDPZH ZKR ERXJKI PH KIG PH

(YHQUXDO\ , EHFDPH SUHJQDQW %HFDXVH RI P\ VRWRZV DQG LYLQJ FRQGLILRQV IKH EDE\ ZDV
VILNERUQ 7KLV ZDV YHU\ KDUG IRU PH DV , ZDQIHG IR VHH D FKUG IURP P\ VRWRZV DQG P\ SDIQV

7KHUH ZHUH PDQ\ FRQVHTXHQFHV RI IKH JHQRFIGH IRU PH , DP KDQGLFDSSHG DQG , (LYH LQ
SRYHUN EHFDXVH , FDQQRW GR DQ\IKLQJ IRU P\VHII , FDQQRW IHIFK ZDWHU RU SIRXJK , VXIIHU JUHDHI0\
IURP WWDXPD VRUWRZ DQG LQVRPQLD , NHHS P\VHII LVRIDIHG IURP RIKHW , DP DQJU\ DQG EDQG



